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An Aecount of the Smallpox and Unprotecte either by variolation 


its Modifications, as they existed 
in Northampton, from July, 
1827, to January, 1828. | 
By Benzamin Barrett, M.D. | 


Tue varioloid disease has pre- 
vailed in several parts of this 
Commonwealth the last year; but 
inno place within my ee 
to the extent which it has in this 
village. From this consideration, 
and from the great pathological 
interest manifested in the subject 
by the medical profession, | am 
induced to give a general descrip- 
tion of this epidemic, as it has 
come within my observation. 


‘The disease was brought to this 


art of the State from New-York, 
by a pupil of the High School at 
Pittsfield; and from thence it was 
communicated to this town by a 
— while under its operation. 
The circumstances attending this 
case are worthy of ‘particular no- 
tice. The subject was extreme- 
ly corpulent, at the advanced age 
of sixty-eight, with a constitution 

8 


or vaccination: A fortnight pre- 
vious to her arrival here, she had 
been exposed to the contagion of 
smallpox by taking tea at an in- 
fected house. The symptoms of 
the eruptive fever were not very 
severe, as one would naturally in- 


fer from her being able te ride 


while they were upon her. She 
was seized with pain in her back, 
passing through her bowels to the 
umbilical region, nausea, distress 
at the stomach, and other febrile 
symptoms. Her pain was fre- 
quently compared to that of colic, | 
a disease with which she flattere 
herself she was affected. These 
continued to increase for four 
days, ‘and on the fifth there was a | 
partial remission of the symptoms . 
upon the appearance of the erup-. 
tion; but this was not so distinct 
as it usaally is. The eruption 
commenced upon the face and 
neck, in red spots, without any 
elevated papille, which sueces- 
sively spread over the head, body, 


‘and extremities ; and even coa- 
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lesced so as to form one universal 
efflorescence. This was on the 
sixth day of the disease. There 
was also reduess of the eyes, an 
erythematous appearance in the 
mouth and throat, attended with 
soreness and a secretion of acrid 
saliva and mucus. For the histo- 
ry of this case thus far, I am in- 
debted to the professional gentle- 
man who preceded me in visiting 
the patient a few times, and to an 
intelligent lady, who was constant- 
ly in attendance upon her. It 
was on the third day of the erup- 
tion that I first saw her. At this 
time the general appearances 
were such as to afford a presump- 
tion that the disease might be a 
malignant case of erysipelatous 
inflammation. In process of time, 
however, all uncertainty was re- 
moved, and its resemblance to 
 erysipelas was accounted for from 

the fact, that she had during her 
life been subject to this disease 
from any particular disturbance of 
the digestive organs. In the 
course of this day the following 
additional symptoms were mani- 
fested ; extreme swelling of the 
head, closing of the eyes, ptya- 
lism, great soreness of the throat, 
cough, difficulty of deglutition, 
fulness, and pressure about the 
chest, with increased fever ; and 
a slight vesicular character was, 
in some places, given to the erup- 
tion. During the night, and on 
the subsequent day, other symp- 
toms still more alarming occur- 
red, as hemorrhage from the 
lungs, dyspnoea, sloughing of the 
mucous membrane, and a copious 
expectoration of an adhesive mu- 
cus, sometimes exhibiting a puru- 
Jent character. These continued 
unabated nearly to her death, and 
the quantity of blood and mucus 
coughed up was computed in the 
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last twenty-four hours to at least 
a gallon. At times she apparent- 
ly seemed to be suffocating. The 
fetor of her breath was peculiar 
and intolerable, and such as any 
one who was accustomed to it 
would readily recognize, but I 
know not that I can describe it if 
I should attempt. It has been 
said to resemble that which pro- 
ceeds from measles, but may be 
distinguished from it. Such vesi- 
cles as appeared were flat and ul- 
timately petechial ; none of them 
became prominent, and the state 
of the system was such as to pre- 
clude the thought that they would 
ever have been pustules, accord- 
ing to Dr. Good’s definition of the 
term, had the patient continued 
longer. Some hours previous to 
her death, there was discovered 
in various parts, particularly in 
the mouth and about the lips, a 
gangrenous tendency, and purple 
spots on other parts of the body. 
There was no delirium, nor any 
evidence of an affection of the 
brain, as there was in every suc- 
ceeding case that terminated in 
death ; but throughout the course 
of the disease there was a de- 
pressed state of the pulse, and 
such difficulty in the chest as to 
lead me to the conclusion, that 
there might be congestion of the 
lungs. Her death occurred on 
the eighth day of the disease and 
the fourth of the eruption, and 
she presented to the eye one of 
the most hideous and loathsome 
masses of disease that I ever wit- 
nessed. Inadverting to this case 


I have been thus particular, be- 
cause it was the source from 
which the others arose; and be- 
cause it possessed some striking 
peculiarities, and surpassed in 
malignancy and virulence any oth- 
er that came within my notice. 
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The family into which the dis- 
ease was first introduced consist- 
ed of ten members besides the 
individual whose case has been 
related,—six of whom had not 
undergone cow pock, but as soon 
as it was practicable resorted to 
it. They had all been exposed, 
previously, to the variolous conta- 
gion in its most concentrated form; 
and it was found from this cause, 
or some other, extremely difficult 
to infect them with the vaccine 
virus. Three only could be made 
to contract the disease, and one 
of them had it in connexion with 
the smallpox,—thus affording in- 
controvertible evidence of the 
existence of two diseases, not- 
withstanding the doctrine advanc- 
ed by Hunter and others, that 
they are ‘*‘ incompatible with each 
other.” In this case, though the 
anti-variolous power of the vac- 
cine disease was not perfect, yet 
it was such as to carry conviction 
to any mind, of the great value of 
vaccination, even after the conta- 
gion was received into the system. 
The other three, unsuccessfully 
vaccinated, had the disease in an 
unprotected form. One of which 
was of a malignant and confluent 
character, and proved fatal,—the 
other two recovered. The young- 
est, an infant, had a slight fever 
of a day’s duration preceding the 
eruption, but afterwards appeared 
as well as usual. The disease, 
in this patient, was without se- 
condary fever, and the vesicles 
contained a thin watery fluid, that 
never became pustular. It was 
considered by those who were ac- 
quainted with chicken pox, to pos- 
sess in its progress and termina- 
tion an undistinguishable resem- 
blance to it. The peculiar fetor 


so generally attendant upon small- 
pox was not perceptible, yet it 


might be regarded as _ the vesicu- 
lar form of this disease. ~ The 
other had the disease in a distinct 
form with considerable severity, 
and exhibited the striking features 
of smallpox, according to the de- 
scription of the best authors, in so 
perfect a manner as to remove all 
doubt in my mind as to the nature 
of this disease. In illustration of 
its character I will enumerate 
some of the most prominent symp- 
toms, especially the local. The 
eruption was ushered in by strong — 
febrile symptoms, as pain in the 
head, languor, nausea, vomiting 
and inability to sit up, of three 
days’ duration. At the termina- 
tion of which various papille a 

peared upon the face and neck, 
which in twenty-four hours ex- 
tended to every part of the body. 
In the meantime they enlarged 
and became elevated, and con- 
tinued thus till the next day, 
when small vesicles upon some of 
their apices were distinctly visi- 
ble. Inthe centre of them there 
was a depression, and around their 
base an inflamed margin. They 
gradually increased in number and 
magnitude, and on the sixth day 
were distinctly and prominently 
exhibited over the whole system. 
On the seventh the vesicles began 
to assume the pustular character. . 
At this time the areola was of a 
vivid red color, diffusing consider- 
able inflammation to the surround- 
ing parts, and the external appear- 
ance of the eruption presented a 
most beautiful aspect. It was 
curious to observe in different 
parts of the body at this time, the 
papular, vesicular, and pustular 
form of the disease. The pus- 
tules successively formed from the 
head to the lower extremities, 
and gradually filled, losing their 
central depression, and assuming 
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an hemispherical form. On the 
eighth day th. were 
at their height, fully distended, 
and continued nearly stationary 
till the tenth. Some of the pus- 
tules were ruptured, and the con- 
tents were of a purulent charac- 
ter. During this time soreness 
of the throat came on, ptyalism 
ensued, the face swelled and py- 
rexia arose. There was great 
tenderness over every part of the 
body. The patient complained 
greatly of external heat and pain 
in the hands and feet. These 
symptoms abated on the tenth 
day, and the pustules then began 
to form into crusts or scabs, and 
gradually became so over every 
part. The process of desquama- 
tion was not perfected until the 
expiration of several days. In 
this case the characteristic fetor 
of smallpox was well marked. 
There were no pits left upon the 
surface, but marks of the disease 
were visible upon the skin for se- 
veral months. 

The remainder of this family, 
six in number, had been vaccinat- 
ed, two recently, and immediate- 
ly after having undergone the dis- 
ease in a perfect manner, had an 
attack of the varioloid. In these 
two patients there was a great 
similarity,—the indisposition pre- 
ceding the eruption was very 
slight, and with the accession of 
it all inability ceased. There 
were distinct papille scattered 
over their bodies, but they soon 
disappeared without becoming 
vesicular. Of the other four 
who were vaccinated several 
years previous, two had smart 
febrile attacks, undistinguishable 
from the others, in their essential 
features, without any eruption, 
excepting in one there was an 
indistinct efflorescence upon the 
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face and breast of one day’s dura- 
tion. In this patient the fever 
was accompanied with some con- 
siderable delirium. The remain- 
ing two were domestics; and 
were the only ones that escaped. 
Thus it appears there has been 
manifested in this family a sus- 
ceptibility to the variolous conta- 
gion, unprecedented here if not 
elsewhere ; and the remarkable 
fact that the two servants were 
the only members that withstood 
the influence of the contagion, 
shows clearly, that there may be, 
in particular families, a constitu. 
tional predisposition to contract 
the disease. 

From this source of contagion 
others were generated, till the 
disease was propagated to other 
parts of the village. Few cases 
were known to exist at one time, 


‘but it continued uninterrupted 


here for more than six months. 
It attacked indiscriminately the 


variolated, vaccinated, and un- 


protected, and all the varieties 
were seen, in some instances, 


promiscuously under the same 


roof. The proportion attacked 
of these three classes has been 


different,—the protecting power © 


of the former being here decided- 
ly superior. During the time 
this disease prevailed in this 
place there were only three cases 


of secondary smallpox ; one of 


these was of an equivocal cha- 
racter, and the other two severe. 
Of the latter, one had it by ino- 
culation, and after the eighth day 
of the vesicle had the symptoms 
of the disease, followed by an 
eruption of a few days’ duration. 


These patients were exposed by — 


watching and by rendering other 
attentions to the sick. In con- 


nexion with these cases it ought — 


to be remarked, that they all had 
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the smallpox primarily by inocu- 


lation; and that there was not a 
single case of the disease in those 
who had it in its epidemic form, 
though many such were exposed. 

In other families where this 
disease existed, few compara- 
tively contracted it, often not 
more than one. In a family op- 
posite to the infected house, all 
the members were vaccinated 
and re-vaccinated after having un- 
dergone cow pock, excepting two, 
the father and youngest child. 
Several attempts were made to 
infect the latter, but without suc- 
cess. The former through igno- 
rance or prejudice absolutely re- 
fused to have the disease, not- 
withstanding he was repeatedly 
assured of his danger, and told of 
the probable consequences should 
he persist in his course. Soon af- 
ter he had the smallpox in the 
confluent form, and died on the 
twelfth day of the disease. A 


fortnight preceding this case, the 


child had an eruptive disease of a 
vesicular character, more mild in 
its symptoms than any case that 
occurred within my practice till 
the termination of this epidemic. 
Whether the father contracted 
his disease from the child or not, 
I am not prepared to say, for he 
might have been exposed else- 
where. This child was after- 
wards vaccinated, and had per- 
fect cow pock. Of the members 
of this family who had been re- 
vaccinated, as stated above, one 
only had the cow pock, and this 
in an imperfect manner, the vesi- 
cles drying up on the sixth day. 
This was the mother, and she was 
the only one who had the vario- 
loid. At this time she was four 
months advanced in pregnancy. 
Her constitutional symptoms were 
not severe, though the eruption 
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was exceedingly numerous. It 


suppurated upon the face only on 


the sixth day, and dried away into 
horny scabs on the seventh, leav- 
ing tuberculated elevations upon 
the skin. This patient has since 
had a living child without any 
marks of the disease, which has 
undergone cow pock. 

The number of cases in the un- 
protected has been, as near as I 
can ascertain, not far from twen- 
ty, and about one in three has ter- 
minated in death. Those who 
have fallen victims to this disease 
have mostly been the infirm and 
aged, who did not comply with 
the offers of vaccination. The 
fatal cases were universally of 
the confluent character, and there 
were in all of them, I believe, 
indications of congestion of the 
brain, as delirium, stupor, inflam- 
ed eyes, a depressed and inter- 
mitting pulse, &c. I am aware 
that it has been affirmed that in 
post mortem examinations there 
have been no traces of disease 
after death, but I cannot conceive 
that such unequivocal cerebral 
symptoms can exist without cor- 
respondeat effects. There were 
two cases only of the confluent 
smallpox that recovered, and one 
was a colored woman, who had 
the disease in its most severe and 
protracted form. Both of these 
patients exhibit pits upon their 
skin at the present time. 

Among the vaccinated the dis- 
ease was most prevalent, and ex- 
hibited the greatest variety of ap- 
pearances. Almost every case 
possessed a particular character 
of itself, yet there was running 
through the whole a common cha- 
racter. Some cases in the com- 
mencement of the eruption re- 
sembled measles, others variclous 
rash, and others again scarlatina, 
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but these resemblances disap- 
peared as the disease became 
vesicular. There was no in- 
stance of a repetition of an attack 
here, as has been recorded in oth- 
er places. Those who were re- 
cently vaccinated were as often 
the subjects of this disease as 
those who were at a remote pe- 
riod. Ordinarily it was not vio- 
lent, yet there were two or three 
cases that nearly approached 
smallpox, and had the accompa- 
nying fever denominated seconda- 
ry fever. Qne case of the con- 
fluent form after vaccination 
proved fatal, but the previous 
history of the vaccine disease was 
extremely unsatisfactory, and such 
as led me to the conclusion that 
it must have been spurious. All 
that cculd be learnt was, that 
some ignorant person had pricked 
his arm, and that there was a fes- 
tering sore. The cicatrix was 
not examined in season to ascer- 
tain its character. This patient, 
previous to his contracting the 
disease, was often exposed to the 
action of the virus, and was one 
who assisted in the interment of 
Mrs. Clayp, the patient who first 
died with the smallpox. His not 
taking the disease at that time 
gave him great confidence, and 
made him more daring in his fu- 
ture exposure than he would oth- 
erwise have been. He died on 
the sixteenth day of the disease, 
the swelling not having left his 
head at this late period. He was 
a young man of a vigorous consti- 
tution, and exhibited during his 
sufferings the greatest fortitude 
and resolution. 


But vaccination, in a very great. 


majority of instances, afforded 
perfect exemption from smallpox, 
and in others its controlling power 
was generally evident, and some- 
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times truly astonishing. The de- 
gree of violence was various, and 
there has been every gradation, 
from the nearest resemblance to 
smallpox to the mildest form of 
chicken pox. It has usually re- 
sembled varicella among the 
young, and might with as much 
propriety be termed varicelloid 
as varioloid. Often it has been so 
slight as scarcely to be observed, 
and had its origin not been known 


there would never have been the - 


least suspicion of the disease be- 
ing modified smallpox. During 
the symptoms of the eruptive fe- 
ver, the varioloid did not differ 
essentially from smallpox,—the 
attack wasvery similar. In some 
instances the fever was in every 
respect as severe, but in the 
progress of the disease there was 
a striking difference exhibited. 
The course was greatly abbre- 
viated, generally there was no 
secondary fever, and in a great 
proportion of cases the eruption 
was vesicular, seldom becoming 
pustular except upon the face; 


and when this was the case it was 


usually as early as the fifth or 
sixth day. Sometimes the erup- 
tion has been very copious, but 
ordinarily not exceeding fifty or a 
hundred vesicles, occasionally .no- 
thing more than a dozen pimples. 
The papillz, in some cases, were 
expanded and elongated without 
vesicular appearance, and in oth- 
ers slightly vesicular. One only 
was attacked with convulsions ; 
some had delirium, but it was 
early inthe disease. The vesi- 
cles were quite often acuminat- 
ed, resembling very much those. 
of secondary cow pock. In all 
cases the inflammation was in @ 
measure overcome, and the as- 
pect of the eruption somewhat 
different. In some soreness of the 
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throat was present, in others it 
was wanting. The peculiar smell 
of smallpox was usually absent. 
The eruption continued from four 
to six days, in a few instances 
longer, and then dried away into 
scabs or crusts, leaving elevations 
or discolorations on the skin. 

In the decline of this epidemic 
it assumed a different character. 
It was confined almost exclasive- 
ly to vaccinated children, and ex- 
hibited the varicelloid form. For 
the last three weeks I saw but 
one case in an adult subject, and 
this had a very full eruption. The 
other cases were very light, at- 
tended with little fever, and sel- 
dom required any medical aid. 
They were but of afew days’ 
duration, and might with proprie- 
ty be denominated from their ap- 

earance, mild chicken pox. 

one of these children were con- 
fined to their beds a single day, 
and most of them would have been 
in the streets if the disease had 
not been contagious. 

The sphere of the variolous 
contagion has been limited, and it 
has been rare for an individual to 
communicate the disease to an- 
other in passing from an infected 
house. A case on Round Hill 
no doubt had its origin in this way. 
The patient was a member of the 
school, and was visited during a 
slight illness by a physician from 
an infected region. In somewhat 
less than a fortnight subsequent to 
this, he was attacked with the 
varioloid. This patient had not 
visited the village, and could not 
have contracted the disease in any 
other way. As soon as the cha- 
racter of this case was ascertain- 
ed, he was promptly removed, 
and not a single case arose from 
this source in the midst of this 
dense establishment,notwithstand- 
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ing many were unavoidably ex- 
posed. At the poor house the 
disease was also communicated 
through the medium of clothes, 
which unfortunately were not suf- 
ficiently cleansed. They were 
brought from a hospital, where 
some of the subjects of this dis- 
ease had been conveyed. Two 
cases here occurred,—-one in an 
unprotected subject, the other af- 
ter vaccination. Nearly every 
individual of the town’s poor was 
exposed in some way to the for- 
mer, as there was no suspicicn of 
the disease, nor any physician 
called till after the eruption was 
very full ; but not a single addi- 
tional case among this numerous 
class of people occurred,—a fact 
which, with the preceding, speaks 
volumes in favor of vaccination. 
The disease appeared to be 
most generally communicated 
during the symptoms of the erup- 
tive fever in the act of respira- 
tion,—a period when it is ex- 
tremely difficult for the most ex- 
perienced to recognize it, the 
early symptoms being common to 
some other febrile diseases. On 
this account I have thought less 
benefit is derived from removing 
patients than is generally suppos- 
ed. And did our public authori- 
ties* interdict all communication 
with the infected houses, and turn 
their attention to the immediate 
and general introduction of vac- 
cination, the best and only sure 
safeguard against the danger of 
smallpox, they would better sub-. 


* The legislature have made provision 
for the general diffusion of vaccination, by 
making it the duty of every town in this 
commonwealth to elect annually a com- 
mittee of three to superintend the same ; 
but, in most of our towns, the law is not 
carried into execution ; and, through this 
uppardonable neglect, the genuine small- 
pox is permitted to exist among us. 
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serve the cause of the communi- 
ty, and sooner arrest the progress 
of the disease. After vaccination 
became universal here it was 
pleasing to witness its effects, and 
see those prejudices against it, 
which hitherto had been among 
many insurmountable, vanish; and 
though in some individuals it did not 
afford perfect immunity from the 
smallpox, yet it had such an in- 
fluence over this cruel disease, 
as to disarm it of its terrors, and 
to convert it into a mild and harm- 
less complaint. 

Re-vaccination has been car- 
ried to a considerable extent with 
a view to ascertain its efficacy. 
As a test of the genuineness of 
the previous disease, and as more 
thoroughly infecting the system, it 
has been without doubt advan- 
tageous. But however much the 
system has been saturated with 
cow pock, the modified smallpox 
has occurred afterwards. Hence 
there must exist in some individu- 
als after re-vaccination has ceased 
to have any effect, a peculiarity 
of constitution, that predisposes to 
this disease ; and it is, I imagine, 
upon this principally, and in part 
no doubt upon want of perfection 
in the vaccine disease, that the 
numerous failures of vaccination 
depend. 

Such are the most important 
facts in relation to the origin and 
course of this epidemic. Many 
cases could be reported as they 
were recorded at the bedside ; 
but in detail they would be unin- 
teresting. and would occupy too 
great a portion of the Journal’s 
columns. 


II. 
_ | From the London Med. and Phys. Journal. 
VACCINATION IN TURKEY. 


Sir,—I hope you will find it 
convenient to insert in your next 
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Number the accompanying inter- — 


esting letter. [t is translated 
from a copy in French, which has 


been transmitted to me within . 


these few days, by Dr. De Car- 
ro. The facts which it discloses, 
whether considered morally, me- 
dically, or politically, are very 
curious. He intended that it 
should appear in the second vol- 
ume of my Life of Jenner; but as 
some time must elapse before it 
can be published, I think it wrong 
to withhold an account of this sig- 
nal triumph of vaccination over 


national and religious prejudices | 


till that event takes place. | 
therefore transmit Dr. A.’s letter 
for your Journal, which, during a 
long series of years, has evinced 
unwearied zeal and diligence in 
recording every important cir- 
cumstance connected with the 
vaccine discovery. 

I have the honor to remain, 
sir, most faithfully yours, 

J. Baron. | 
Gloucester, Nov. 2, 1827. 


Copy of a Letter from Dr. Ausan, 
a French Physician, seitled at 
Constantinople for upwards of 
thirty years, to Dr. De Carro, 
formerly of Vienna, now of 
Prague. 

If during so longa time I have 

not given you any sign of my being 

alive, it is because vaccination in 
this country no longer offered any 
thing interesting: but an event, 
which no one could have surmis- 
ed, and which, in consequence, 
has astonished all those who have 
been made acquainted with it, 
ought to be transmitted to you. — 

Before announcing it to you, I 
should remind you that no Christ- 
ian is ever permitted even to 
touch any prince of the Ottoman 
race, or still less to take blood 
from him in any way, or on any 
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account. The great revolution 
that has been effected among the 
Mussulman people since the de- 
struction of the Janissaries has 
changed every thing! The troops 
placed on the footing of other Eu- 
ropean soldiers,-—the musket with 
its bayonet,—the military music, 
and nothing played except Eu- 
ropean airs,-—a drum-major, with 
his great cane in his hand,—the 
sappers preceding the regiments, 
—the Grand Seignior himself in 
general’s uniform, ordering cer- 
tain mancuvres,—all these are 
the prodigies which one can with 
difficulty comprehend, and the 
whole brought about in a very 
short time indeed by one individu- 
al, but he, in truth, a great man! 

Vaccination performed the 16th 
of May on three Sultans, or Sul- 
tanes, (a title given only to infants 
who are born on the imperial 
throne,) and two other young la- 
dies of the harem, proves how 
much every thing has been chang- 
ed amongst this people. 

On the 14th of May, one of the 
physicians of the Sultan’s seraglio 
begged of me to go to his apart- 
ments. He told me that he had 
received a message from the 
Echim Bachi, directing him to 
request of me to hold myself in 
readiness to go to vaccinate the 
children of the Sultan,—to have 
the vaccine matter always about 
me, and not to remove any dis- 
tance from Pera. 1 remarked to 
him, that intrigues would cause 
some other person to be chosen 
to perform that operation. He 
replied to me, ‘‘ There are no 
longer any intrigues that can 
cause the order of the Sultan 
himself to be altered, who has 
pointed out you on account of 
your age, your nation, and your 
name.” 
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On the 16th, in the morning, an 
order for me to go tothe palace 
with one of the physicians, who 
would act as interpreter, was 
transmitted to me. About nine 
o’clock we were shown into a 
chamber allotted to the Echim 
Bachi, who made no delay in com- 
ing. He caused the Kislar Aga 
(the chief of the, black eunuchs) 
to be sent for, and immediately 
we three were introduced. At 
the first chamber where we stop- 
ped, we found a young sultan, se- 
ven or eight months old, who was 
vaccinated forthwith A few 
minutes afterwards his elder sis- 
ter, about a year anda half old, 
appeared ; she was also vaccinat- 
ed; and then was brought in a still 
younger princess, who was sub- 
mitted to the same cperation: and 
all this took place without the 
smallest difficulty or ceremony. 
In two other apartments, two 
young ladies were also vaccinated. 
The verification was adjourned 
to the 23d of the same month. 
The Echim Bachi, being sick, did 
not come; but we were intro- 
duced notwithstanding, and all the 
persons vaccinated were found 
going on well, with a most beau- 
tiful (tres-belle) vaccine pock. 
The 28th of the same month 
we returned to the palace, and 
the crusts which had formed left 
no fear about the maturation of 
the vesicles: all was finished, and 
complete. The Kislar Aga re- 
mitted me a very handsome pre- 
sent on the part of his highness, 
adding, ‘*I have received this 
from the hand of the Grand Seign- 
ior, to be given into yours. He 
has sent it to you also to testify 
his satisfaction with you. That 


which you received the first day 
was sent to you on the part of the 
mother of the two young princes. 
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We will now go home, to return 
no more to this place until some 
new prince be born.” 

You have here, as I think, a 
piece of news which ought to be 
trans’ *itted to you. If you wish 
for farther details, let me know, 
and I shall consider it a duty to 
satisfy you. All this was done 
without the least mystery. 


Ill. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


Circumstances which Influence Sex 
in the Reproduction of Animals. 


M. Garou de Buzareingues 
published, in 1825, some experi- 
ments relative to the reproduction 
of various domestic animals, more 
particularly of sheep. In a late 
number of Majendie’s Journal, he 
has resumed this subject, and has 
related the result of some experi- 
ments made with two separate 
flocks of sheep. In addition to 
these, there are many observa- 
tions on the same subject applied 
to mares and cows; but the most 
important relate to sheep. 

A flock of sheep .was divided 
into two equal portions, and a 
smaller or greater number of 
male or female lambs were to be 
produced, at the wiil of the pro- 
prietor, in each of these. The 
plan adopted in order to insure 
this result, was to employ very 
young rams in that division of the 
flock from which it was desired 
to obtain females ; and strong and 
vigorous rams, of four or five 
years of age, in that from which 
males were tobe procured. The 
first division was also recommend- 
ed to have a more abundant sup- 
ply of food, and more repose than 
usual, during the period of im- 
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pregnation. The following table 
will show the effect of the first 
experiment : 


Sex of the Lambs. 
Age of the Mothers. M. F. 
2 years . . . 14 26 
3 years . . 16 29 
Ayears . . 9 21 
5 years and upwards 18 8 
Total 53 84 
At another farm : 
3 years . 15 14 
4 years 33 14 
5 years and upwards 25 24 
Total 80 


Another experiment is thus re- 
lated:—A flock of 106 sheep was 
divided into two sectious of forty- 
two each, one containing the 
strongest ewes, of four and five 
years of age ; the second, consist- 
ing of the weakest, either less 
than four or more than five years 
old: the first section was intended 
to produce a greater number of 
females than the second ; and af- 
ter having been marked, and 
placed in a good pasturage, four 
rams, of about ten months old, 
were turned into them. The 
other section received two strong 
rams, each aged more than three 
years. The remainder of the 
flock, making up the number of 
106, belonged to the shepherds ; 
they are generally stronger and 
better nourished than the rest, 
and these, forming a third section, 
were placed under circumstances 
similar to the second. 

The result of the lambing was 
thus : 


M. F. 
First section 15 25 
Second section . 26 14 


Third section . 10 12 
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There were four double 
births; two of which, in M. F, 
the first section, produced 4 
The two others, belonging 
to the second and third 
sections, produced 3 1 


It is to be remarked, that the 
lambs proceeding from the section 
in which the young rams were 
employed, were in all respects as 
fine as those begotten by the old- 
er and stronger rams. 

In connexion with this part of 
the subiect, we find, in another 
part of the communication, a re- 
mark of some importance. In 
1825, twenty ewes, which had 
not borne for two years, received 
the rams clandestinely in the be- 
ginning of the winter ; they were 
almost al] of them remarkably 
fat; they produced sixteen fe- 
males and four males. Among 
the number of these ewes were 
two old ones, which had been put 
up to fatten in 1824, but could 
not be sold because they were not 
in sufficiently good condition ; 
these gave one male and one fe- 
male. 

M. Garou next carries his in- 
quiries to the reproductive power 
in the mare and cow. Respect- 
ing the first of these he observes, 
that, wishing to obtain more fe- 
male than male colts, he fed his 
brood mares on fresh food; that 
he chose for propagation only such 
as had not been foaled or even 
nourished by the mother the pre- 
ceding year ; and he did not give 
them the stallion until they gave 
evident signs of being in heat. Five 
mares, so chosen, produced five 
female colts; and, by following 
the same method, out of thirteen 
colts fouled that year, eleven 
were females; and one of the two 
males was the product of an old 
mare. He remarks, that some 


mares of a remarkably vigorous 
appetite always bring forth fe- 
males ; whilst those of delicate 
health as constantly produce 
males. The same remarks apply 
to the cow. 


Method of bringing on Premature 
Labor, and preventing future 
Pregnancy. 


The next operation to which we 
would call the attention of our 
profession, is one which Dr. Blun- 
dell, the lecturer on midwifery at 
Guy’s Hospital, is represented as 
recommending to his class. It 
is——but our readers will not be- 
lieve it unless we give his own 
words, which we shall do as they 
are reported in the Lancet. 
Speaking of those cases in which 
the pelvis is so narrow that at the 
full time it is impossible to ex- 
tract the child, excepting by the 
Cesarian operation, the Doctor 
says—‘* Suppose a woman has a 
high contraction, (an excessively 
contracted pelvis ?) and is ‘in the 
early months of gestation ; I will 
suppose that she may not have 
gone above one or two months : 
now in this case, of course, it 
would, if practicable, be desira- 
ble to introduce an instrument in- 
to the uterine cavity, so as to dis- 
charge the liquor amnii, and in 
that way bring on premature de- 
livery; but very probably you 
might not be able to enter the 
uterus : nay, you might not be dez- 
terous or fortunate enough even to 
feel the os uteri. Under these cir- 
cumstances, another operation, 
and an operation which J would 
strongly recommend to your atten- 
tion, might be attempted. Make 
an opening a little above the sym- 
physis pubis, in or near the linea 
alba, carefully avoiding the blad- 
der: at this opening introduce one 
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of your fingers, say the forefinger 
of your left hand, so as to get a 
bearing (?) on the uterus. This 
accomplished, take some slender- 
pointed instrument and pretty stiff, 
and, by a sort of acupuncture, 
carry this. instrument through the 
body of the uterus into its cavity, 
and, on entering the uterine cavi- 
ty, move the wire cautiously, yet 
effectually, in different directions, 
so as to break the ovum all to 
pieces, and put an effectual stop 
to the generative process. The 
ovum destroyed, draw up the fal- 
lopian tube, which is easily done, 
first on the one side, and then on 
the other, cutting out a portion of 
it so as to render it impervious, 
by which the woman would forev- 
er afterwards become sterile. 
By this operation, successfully 
performed, you would at once se- 
cure the woman against the Ce- 
sarian incision, and preclude the 
sisk of her ever being pregnant 
again. In performing the opera- 
tion, I should be very careful to 
break up the ovum thoroughly, 
evenif I Jabored fifteen or twenty 
minutes.” 

Thus, unless the reporter has 
made some mistake in his account 
of the lecture, which we some- 
times suspect, an operation is re- 
commended to an ordinary practi- 
tioner of midwifery, which few 
hospital surgeons would venture 
to perform,—namely, to make an 
incision into the abdomen; to 
thrust a pointed instrument 
through the uterus into its cavity; 
to move it about, and thereby de- 
stroy the texture and life of the 
ovum ; to draw out the fallopian 
tube and cut off a portion of it, 
and then ‘serve the other in the 
same way ;——and this operation is 
put into the hands of a man who is 
supposed to be such a bungler as 
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not to find the natural orifice of 
the uterus! Making full allow- 
ance for the difficulty of feeling 
the os uteri in the first month or 
two of pregnancy, and supposing 
this difficulty to be increased by 
the excessive deformity of the 
pelvis, surely it would be better 
to take a lesson from our conti- 
nental brethren, and dilate the 
vagina by a tin speculum, and 
light it up by a candle to help us 
in our search. Any plan to avoid 
such—let us use the doctor’s own 
words——such ferocious, atro- 
cious” operation. 


Death from the Sting of Bees. 


M. Bertrand, thirty-four years 
of age, and of a good constitution, 
was attacked by a number of 
bees : they fixed upon his breast 
and face, causing considerable 
pain. He ran from the spot, but 
the bees pursued him, and con- 
tinued to sting him. They were 
soon driven off, but he declared 
that he felt himself dying, and fell 
down almost immediately. He 
was found by the surgeon stretch- 
ed upon a mattress, pale, and 
breathing feebly and interrupted- 
ly. His pulse was scarcely per- 
ceptible, and the surface of the 
body was cold. Under the ex- 
traordinary idea that this state 
arose from impending suffocation, 
and that a bee might have enter- 
ed the trachea, the operation of 
tracheotomy was immediately 


performed ; but the unfortunate — 


gentleman died almost instantly, 
and not more than ten minutes af- 
ter the receipt of the injury. No 
examination of the body was made. 


Case of Nasal Polypi. 


Dr. Primus, of Babenhausen, as- 
serts that the safronized tincture of 
opium (of the Prussian Pharmaco- 
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peeia) possesses the property of gra- 
dually destroying nasal polypi, when 
applied to them. Certain cases, 
which have been thus effected, have 
already been published, and a striking 
case occurred in January, 1826. A 
man, forty-six years old, had one in 
each nostril. The tincture was ap- 
plied several times a day to the bases 
of the polypi, by means of a small 
hair-brush or lint roll. In eight days 
the tumors had assumed a paler ap- 
pearance, and lost a little in volume; 
a serous secretion from the nose, 
which had existed for a long time, 
was diminished, and the pituitary 
membrane had acquired a more live- 
ly tint, as if in a sub-inflammatory 
state. The application was continu- 
ed, the tumors continued to decrease, 
and at the end of three weeks had 
entirely disappeared. 


Dysentery of Madeira, 


On thissubject Dr. Renton has pub- 
lished a paper in the 2d vol. of the Ed- 
inburgh Medico-Chirurgical Trans- 
actions. Our notice of it shall be 
short, as it relates merely to the 
treatment—a _ subject about which 
medical practitioners are now less 
divided than on most other subjects. 
The disease appears to be very fre- 
quent and very fatal in Madeira, es- 
pecially in the summer and autumn, 
when it spares neither age, sex, nor 
station in society, If taken early 
the disease is manageable; but if 
neglected, even for a day or two, it 
frequently baffles medical skill. Dis- 
section is rarely permitted—but when 
obtained, ulceration of the mucous 
membrane, generally of the colon, is 
almost invariably found. In respect 
to the treatment, Dr. R. observes, 
from some years’ experience, “ that 
in this most formidable and destruc- 
tive endemic, mercury given boldly 
and perseveringly till the mouth be- 
comes decidedly affected, is the rem- 
edy chiefly entitled to confidence. 
So thoroughly has repeated observa- 
tion convinced me of the compara- 


tive insignificance of other modes of 
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treatment, and of the efficacy of this, 
as well as of the freedom from ill 
consequences, immediate or remote, 
attending its employment, that, aware 
of the danger of trifling with the dis- 
ease at its commencement, 1 should 
consider myself guilty of playing 
with the life of a fellow creature, in 
hesitating to use it even in cases 
where there is merely a threatening 
of the disease.” “The whole se- 
ret seems to consist in beginning 


_ early, and in pursuing steadily, the 


object we have in view, before the 
continuance of the disease has pro- 
duced any organic lesion, or that de- 
gree of constitutional disturbance 
which is found in all cases effectually 
to resist the action of mercury. 
“ Out of the many hundreds of cases 
which I have seen and treated, I am 
not aware of a single instance in 
which I have been foiled in my en-— 
deavors to produce salivation, when 
the patient has applied for relief at 
the very onset of the disease, and 
has attended to the directions given 
him.” Calomel with more or less 
opium is the most convenient form, 
giving it every three or four hours 
until the gums become sore. This 
happens in 24, 36, or 48 hours, 
“when, instead of the small and 
bloody stools, and torturing tenes- 
mus,—frequeut and copious evacua- 
tions, of a highly morbid character, 
take place, with a most gratifying 
change in the state and appearance 
of the patient.” The motions next 
become less frequent, and gradually 
improve in quality. There is some 
return of appetite and sleep, and re- 
covery generally follows, without any 
other remedy. Every case in which 
eur author employed venesection 
terminated fatally. 


New Alkali in Hemlock. 


Professor Ficinis, of Dresden, has 
discovered a new alkali in the A.thu- 
sa Cinapium (Linn.) to which he has 
given the name of Cynopia. It is 
crystallizable, and soluble in water 
and alcohol, but not in ether. 
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BOSTON, TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 1828. 


Que 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL 80- 
CIETY. 


WE publish the following official 
account of the proceedings of the 
Counsellors of this Society, in order 
to give as wide a circulation as pos- 
sible to their doings on the important 
subject to which they relate. 


At a meeting of the Counsellors 
of the Massacnusetts Mepicat So- 
CIETY, in October, 1827, a Commit- 
tee was appointed to take into con- 
sideration the proceedings of the 
Convention of Medical Delegates 
held at Northampton in June, 1827, 
and to report thereon. 

At the stated meeting of the Coun- 
sellors in Feb. 1828, this Committee 
reported, in ‘part, and had leave to 
sit again; and an adjourned meeting 
was held fourteen days subsequent, 
for the purpose of receiving their re- 
port. 

This report having been made, 
discussed and amended, was ordered 
to be printed and distributed by the 
corresponding Secretary, to each of 
the Fellows of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. 

Report.—The Committee of the 
Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, appointed to con- 
sider the proceedings of the Medical 
Convention, held at Northampton, in 
June, 1827, beg leave to report re- 
spectfully, 

That, considering this to be a sub- 
ject involving the highest interests of 
Medical Science in this part of the 
country, they have given it the most 
serious attention. 

That they have taken into view, 
the principles on which a Medical 
Education has been, and ought to be 
conducted in this country; the pro- 
positions made to the society, which 
originated the Convention; and the 
proceedings of the Convention itself, 
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as communicated to the Counsellors 
by the Centrai Committee of that 
Convention. 

The great principles by which a 
Medical Education should be regu- 
lated, it appears to your Committee, 
are a sufficient knowledge of the 
Medical Art, and a uniform standard 
by which this knowledge is to be 
tested. The Massachusetts Medical 
Society and other similar Societies 
were instituted, they apprehend, by 
the Legislature, to decide what de- 
gree of knowledge should be requir. 
ed, and how this knowledge should 
be tested. The test must from its 
nature be the same, throughout the 
same Society or district of Country, 

The original propositions on which 
the proceedings of the Convention 
were founded, came to this Society 
fiom the Vermont Medical Society, 
accompanied and modified by pro- 
ceedings of the Medical Society of 
New Hampshire. Thus presented to 
them, these propositions appeared to 
exhibit three prominent principles, 
viz.—The adoption of a uniform 
standard of Medical Education, The 
raising of that standard, by requiring 
two courses of lectures. The pro- 
longation of the term of study, from 
three to four years, for those who 
have not received a degree of Bach- 
elor of Arts, 

In the proceedings of the North- 
ampton Convention, the first and se- 
cond of these principles do not ap- 
pear, as originally presented and 
adopted by the Counsellors—the 
third has been adopted. 

In the measures taken by the 
Counsellors of this Society, they ap- 
pear to have been influenced by the 
first and second, as well as by the 
third of these considerations ; and to 
have believed them to be essential 
parts of the same system, From 
these views of the subject, the com- 
mittee would think it proper to pro- 
pose the following amendments in 
the regulations adopted by the Con- 
vention : 

That a proviso be added to the 
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third regulation—*“ That this regula- plicant has complied with the rules 


tion shall not be held to repeal, nor 
interfere with the regulations of any 
institution or Society, requiring addi- 
tional qualifications beyond what are 
required, by this rule, for the physi- 
cian with whom the candidate for a 
degree of Doctor of Medicine, or for 
license, shall have studied.” 

To strike out the 5th and 6th Re- 
gulations and insert the following : 


V. “Every candidate for license 
to practise Medicine and Surgery, 
and for the degree of Doctor of Me- 
dicine, shall have attended, during 
the period of his professional pupil- 
age, Two Courses of Lectures, at 
some incorporated Institution :— 
Namely—On Anatomy; Surgery ; 
Theory of Physic, and general Phy- 
siology ; Practice of Physic; Materia 
Medica ; Chemistry ; Midwifery. He 
shall, on examination, give satisfac- 
tory evidence of his attainments in 
eacn of the subjects above specified, 
before an authorized Board of Exa- 
miners, and shall, before the same 
Board, read and defend a disserta- 
tion on some medical subject. 

“Tt is also recommended as indis- 
pensable for a practitioner of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, to prosecute Dis- 
sections.” 

The Committee are unable to sa- 
tisfy themselves with any proposed 
division of the branches of Lectures ; 
and think this must be left to be ar- 
ranged by individual institutions, 
Nor have they been able to fix a de- 
terminate number of Lectures, as 
proper to constitute a complete 
course ; but they are of opinion that 
the number should be such as to af- 
ford a complete set of demonstra- 
tions, in all the demonstrative branch- 
es; namely: Anatomy, Operative 
Surgery, Chemistry, Midwifery ; and 
that, inthe non-demonstrative branch- 
es, they should be as complete as 
circumstances permit. 

In Article 10, page 10, 4th line, 
after the word “and,” they recom- 
mend to insert the following :— 
** Provided, that such tribunal should 
see no cause to doubt that such ap- 


of this Association, and then”— 
By order of the Counseliors.. 
Joun Corresponding 
Secretary. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The Editors have received a com- 


munication from Dr. Smith, contain- 
ing an account of Smallpox in Boston 
and its vicinity, which will be insert- 
ed in the next number, or the next 
but one. 

They have also received commu- 
nications relating to the appearance 
of the Smallpox in Hanson.. 

They would remark to Corres- 
pondents in explanation of the delay 
which may appear to arise in notic- 
ing the receipt of their communica- 
tions, that each uumber is put to 
press more than a week before the 
day on which it is issued, in order 
that distant subscribers may receive 
it inseason. Of course communica- 
tions cannot be noticed without a de- 
lay of one or two weeks from the 
time at which they are sent. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 
TON, 
Ending March 29, at noon. 
March 20. Ellery Channing Daniell, 17 yrs. 
Sarah E. B. French, 6 mo. 
Elizabeth P. Titcomb, 28 yrs. 


Capt. Joshua Nash, 51 
Eloise P. Motley, 


John G. Fellows, 51 yrs. 
Harriet Rand, 17 mo. 
Mary Morse, 56 yrs. 

23. Alfred Butler, 90 
Rufus Eaton, jun. 7 w. 

26. Mary Vickers, 19 yrs. 
Elizabeth Bonynge, 88 

27. John Daniels, 

28. Francis McEnally, 6 days. 
Thomas Frothingham, 60 yrs. 
Lucy Tarbell, 

Lemuel A. Porter, 19 mo. 
Abigail Coffin, 77 yrs. 
29. Brian Flaherty, 28 


Diseases. Apoplexy, 1—Bilious colic, 1— 
Consumption, 3—Croup, 1—Infantile, 2— 
Lung fever, 2—Mortification, 1—Old age, 2— 
Typhus fever, 1—Unknown, 5. Males, 9— 
Females, 10. Total, 19. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LAWRENCE’S LECTURES. 


UST published, and forsale by FOOTE | 


& BROWN, Salem, Lectures on 
Physiology, Zoology, and the Natural 
History of Man, delivered at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, London, by W. Law- 
RENCE, F.R.S. Professor of Anatomy and 
Surgery in the College, Assistant Surgeon 
to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Surgeon 
to Bridewell and Bethlem Hospitals, and 
to the London Infirmary for Diseases of 
the Eye.” 

A Work on the Natural History of our 
species, which should comprise all the 
important facts, within a moderate com- 
pass, has long been a desideratum with 
the junior members of the medical profes- 
sion. This work Mr. Lawrence has hap- 
pily achieved. There were already eru- 
dite and able treatises on this subject, 
but from their great bulk and cost, as 
well as the circumstance that they are 
all written in foreign languages, they are 
inaccessible to a vast majority of students. 
Mr. Lawrence, recognized by his country- 
men as standing high in the first rank of 
his profession, and more advantageously 
known as a comparative anatomist, on the 
continent of Europe, than other English 
writers of the present day, has applied his 
learning and talents to supply this defect. 
Being in a great measure free from the in- 
sular prejudices, which so commonly in- 
fect his countrymen, he has given every 
question which occurs an impartial and 
philosophical consideration—-he has drawn 
together from every source all the various 
information which could be brought to 
bear upon the subject, and arranged the 
whole systematically, yet without being 
enslaved to a system. 

To the medical student this work will 
be invaluable, being the only text book in 
the English language upon a portion of 
his studies where a good text book is in- 
dispensable. To the general scholar it 
will open this most interesting of all 

branches of Natural History—the knowl- 
edge of his own person, and the habits of 
hisrace. To the American it will be 
doubly dear, from the free spirit it every 

“where breathes, and the admiration so 
boldly and unequivocally avowed of our 
republican institutions. 

Salem, Jan. 11, 1828. 
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WEBSTER’S CHEMISTRY. 
& LORD have in ‘the 
®& press a second edition of Webster's 
Manual of Chemistry, with additions and 
improvements. 

Also—Chemical Manipulation, being 
instructions to students in Chemistry on 
the methods of performing experiments, of 
demonstration or of research, with accu- 
racy and success. By Fara. 
paY, F.R.S. &c., Director of the Labora. 
tory of the Royal. Institution of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. &c. With additions by Jouw 
W. Wesster, M.D. Erving Professor of 
Chemistry in Harvard University. 

The following character of the latter 
work is from the’ Philosophical Magazine 
and Annals of Philosophy for July. After 
a very careful perusal of the work, we 
strenuously recommend it, as containing 
the most complete and excellent instruc- 
tions for conducting chemical experi- 
ments. There are few persons, however 
great their experience, who may not gain 
information in many important particu- 


lars ; and for ourselves, we beg most un-— 


equivocally to acknowledge that we have 
acquired many useful and important hints, 
on subjects even of every day occur- 
rence.” 


SKIN INFIRMARY, 


fen Institution has for its object the 
treatment of CUTANEOUS DIS. 
EASES, 
from eruptions of any description, medi 
advice and attendance will be given free 
of expense. 
CHANDLER ROBBINS, M.D. . 

SULPHUR BATH.—Dr. R. has, at 
his house, a private Sulphur Bath on an 
improved plan, which he will administer 
in cases of Rheumatism, and affections of 
the skin which require it. 

Head of Franklin Place, Boston. — 

e 


NATHAN JARVIS 


AS purchased the stock of Drugs 
and Medicines, and taken the store. 
lately kept by Mr. Henry White, at. 
Apothecaries’ Hall, No. 188, Washington 
Street, and he hopes by constant pe 
attention at all hours to receive the pat- 
ronage which has formerly been given to 
this establishment. 6t. 
pril 8. 
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